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Federal Aviation Administration as a Super-
visory Air Traffic Control Specialist after 32 
years, 7 months, and 2 days of faithful service 
to the people of the United States of America 
and the Memphis Air Route Traffic Control 
Center. 

I thank Mr. Walker for his service, and I 
wish him the best of luck in his future endeav-
ors. 
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IN APPRECIATION OF EARL F. 
BROWN, JR. 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2014 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, South Carolina today is giving loving rec-
ognition and appreciation for Earl F. Brown, Jr. 
His achievements are recognized with the arti-
cle of July 24, 2014, by Jason Old for WIS tel-
evision, and the obituary of July 30, 2014, in 
The State newspaper. 

(WIS)—Earl F. Brown, a longtime commu-
nity servant, has died at the age of 82. Brown 
was most recently Congressman Joe Wilson’s 
deputy district director. He worked in the 
Second Congressional District Midlands of-
fice for 11 years. ‘‘This is a time to recognize 
an appreciated Patriot of our State,’’ said 
Wilson. ‘‘From his Army service, his Colum-
bia Rotary Club dedication, to rising to 
being Director of the Human Affairs Com-
mission to the Congressional Office, Earl was 
driven by his love of people.’’ Brown served 
as chairman of the Richland County Airport 
Commission among other public service posi-
tions with several groups including the Riv-
erbanks Park Commission, Central Midlands 
Regional Council, SC Human Affairs Com-
mission and others. He was also an active 
member of numerous organizations including 
the Columbia Rotary Club, Columbia Urban 
League, NAACP, National Teachers Associa-
tion, and United Way of the Midlands. ‘‘His 
ready smile and can do attitude will be sore-
ly missed by those who knew and served with 
him,’’ said Jim Hamilton, former airport 
manager of Jim Hamilton—L.B. Owens Air-
port. Brown is a graduate of Savannah State 
College, Benedict College and University of 
South Carolina’s Criminal Justice Masters 
Program. He served in the U.S. Army and 
also worked as a public school teacher. His 
daughter Kim says her father was active in 
the community well into his retirement and 
wants people to know Brown believed it’s 
never too late to get involved. ‘‘His loss is 
personal to the Wilson Family where four 
generations have affectionately identified 
him as ‘Uncle Earl’, a tradition that started 
with the births of our four grandchildren at 
Lexington Medical Center as Earl was al-
ways the first visitor bringing flowers,’’ said 
Wilson. ‘‘Our sympathy to his daughter Kim, 
son Felton, and his beloved church family at 
Brookland Baptist Church,’’ said Wilson. 
Brown’s funeral will be Thursday, July 31 at 
12 noon at Brookland Baptist Church. He will 
be buried at the National Cemetery at Fort 
Jackson. 

Obituary of July 30, 2014, in the State 
newspaper. 

(The State) Earl Felton Brown, Jr. COLUM-
BIA.—Funeral services for Mr. Earl Felton 
Brown, Jr. will be held Thursday at 12:00 
noon, at the Brookland Baptist Church, with 
burial and military honors in the Ft. Jack-
son National Cemetery. A family visitation 
will be held this evening beginning at 6:30 

p.m., at the Leevy’s Funeral Home, Taylor 
Street Chapel. Born in Jacksonville, Florida, 
Mr. Brown graduated from Savannah State 
College and Benedict College. He completed 
additional studies at Duke University and 
the University of South Carolina School of 
Law, Court Administration Program. 
Throughout his distinguished career, he 
worked at W. A. Perry Middle School, Che-
ney State University, Vorhees College, the 
S.C. State Human Affairs Commission, and 
retired as the Deputy District Director of 
the Second Congressional District of South 
Carolina. He served his country in the 
United States Army, was a dedicated mem-
ber of Brookland Baptist Church and Kappa 
Alpha Psi, Fraternity, Inc. Surviving are his 
former wife of 25 years, Rudyne Davis Brown; 
children, Felton Earl Brown, II and Kim 
Lanette (Marshall) Brown-Jackson; grand-
child, TaiLa Sacarian Brown; great-grand-
child, Juelz Domini Brown; his brother, Er-
nest Arnell (Beverly) Brown, sister, Doretha 
(Lester) Turner, other loving relatives and 
friends. In lieu of flowers donations may be 
made to the Brookland Foundation, 1066, 
Sunset Blvd., West Columbia, 29169. 

At the services S.C. Attorney General Alan 
Wilson presented a eulogy on behalf of the 
appreciative Wilson family. 
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THE 2014 MEDICARE TRUSTEES 
REPORT 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2014 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
this week, the Medicare Trustees’ report pro-
jected that the Medicare Hospital Trust Fund 
would remain solvent until 2030, four years 
beyond last year’s projection and 13 years 
longer than was projected in 2009. 

In the 50 months since the enactment of the 
Affordable Care Act, health care costs have 
risen at a slower rate than any comparable 
period in the last 50 years. 

And per capita spending is projected to con-
tinue to grow slower than the overall economy 
during the coming years. 

This is in part due to the reforms imple-
mented in the Affordable Care Act. 

We have made progress in reducing hos-
pital readmissions, improving patient safety 
and transitioning to new payment models that 
reward quality and reduce costs. 

Thanks to these important steps, the quality 
of care for Medicare beneficiaries has im-
proved, along with the long-term solvency of 
Medicare. 

For the second year in a row Medicare Part 
B premiums will not grow, meaning that sen-
iors will be able to keep more of their annual 
Social Security COLA. 

The ACA has also saved America’s seniors 
over $11.5 billion in prescription drug costs by 
improving drug benefits and closing the ‘‘donut 
hole.’’ 

I am proud to have played a significant role 
in the authorship of ACA and hope my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle will come 
together and look for ways to further improve 
ACA and Medicare. 

Now is the time to build on these successes 
and ensure all Americans have access to 
quality affordable care and that our health 
care system remains on a path to fiscal sol-
vency. 

HONORING LIEUTENANT GENERAL 
JOSEPH E. MARTZ 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2014 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the distinguished career of Lieutenant 
General Joseph E. Martz of the U.S. Army. 
With his retirement approaching, he will soon 
close out an incredible thirty-six years of serv-
ice to his nation and begin the next chapter of 
his life. 

LTG Martz currently serves as the Military 
Deputy for Budget to the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army (Financial Management and 
Comptroller) and is responsible for the ac-
countability and execution of the current fiscal 
year Army budget. He shoulders the responsi-
bility of requesting and resourcing the appro-
priate funds to defend the nation. His profound 
knowledge is of immense value to the Army 
and our national security. 

A native of New Kensington, Pennsylvania, 
LTG Martz enlisted in 1974 and later grad-
uated from both the United States Military 
Academy and the U.S. Army Ranger School. 
His career of service took him from Germany 
to Korea to Kuwait. Whether commanding 
prestigious units or serving in key staff posi-
tions, he kept the needs of the mission first 
and always took care of his soldiers. 

LTG Martz knows that a great warrior is 
also a great scholar. After earning a Master’s 
in Education from the University of South 
Carolina, he served as a tactical officer and as 
the Executive Officer to the Commandant of 
Cadets at the United States Military Academy. 
While at the academy he influenced and 
groomed the future officers of the Army. 

LTG Martz’s great work has not gone unno-
ticed. He is a unique officer who excelled in 
his assignments and earned the Pace 
Award—a prestigious award that recognizes a 
single staff officer for his or her extraordinary 
achievements. 

His devotion to country is matched only by 
his commitment to family. He is married to his 
lovely wife Barb and is the proud father of two 
sons—Josh and Tim, both of whom are grad-
uates from the Reserve Officer Training Corps 
program at Penn State. 

Retirement is to be celebrated and enjoyed. 
It is not the end of a career, but rather the be-
ginning of a new adventure. I commend LTG 
Martz for his selfless service to his nation and 
to the United States Army. His leadership has 
positively impacted soldiers and families 
across the world. I wish him and his family 
only the best in the years ahead. 
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HONORING REVEREND THADDEUS 
J. WILLIAMS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Reverend Thaddeus 
J. Williams, a native of Yazoo City, Mis-
sissippi. 

Reverend Thaddeus J. Williams is married 
to the former Teresa L. Buckner and the father 
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to four children: Sam, Dante’, Philip, and Alex-
andria. He is a Licensed and Ordained Min-
ister of the Gospel and currently serves as 
Minister of Membership Assimilation at Great-
er Fairview Baptist Church. 

Reverend Williams is currently enrolled in 
Mississippi Baptist Seminary and Bible Col-
lege pursuing a Master in Christian Education. 
He earned a B.S. degree in Business Adminis-
tration from Mississippi Valley State University 
in 1987 and a Master of Public Administration 
from the University of Mississippi in 1991. He 
is a graduate of the Mississippi Certified Pub-
lic Manager Program, the John C. Stennis In-
stitute of Government, Leadership Yazoo 
City’s Inaugural Class in 1992, and the 2008 
Inaugural Class of FOCUS—DMH’s Succes-
sion Planning/Accelerated Leadership Devel-
opment Program. 

Reverend Williams organized and has facili-
tated T and T (Thad and Teresa) Food/Out-
reach Ministry since 2000 where they have re-
ceived both national and local recognition for 
their service to the community including the 
2014 ‘‘WJTV Jefferson Award’’ and the 2013 
Southern Christian Services ‘‘Hands of Provi-
dence Award.’’ 

Reverend Williams has served as Chaplain 
for the Mississippi Valley State University Na-
tional Alumni Association, employed with the 
State of Mississippi since 1992 and currently 
with Mississippi Department of Mental Health’s 
Central Office where he was voted by his 
peers as the 2012 Employee of the Year. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Reverend Thaddeus J. Wil-
liams. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF BETTY 
LOU LAVAL 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2014 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Betty Lou Laval, who 
passed away on June 27, 2014, at the age of 
79. Betty Lou’s optimism and appreciation for 
life will be missed greatly by all who had the 
pleasure of knowing her. 

Betty Lou spent most of her life in Fresno, 
California. She met her future husband, 
Claude Laval III, in kindergarten at Heaton El-
ementary School. For a short time, she left 
Fresno and attended the University of South-
ern California on a full scholarship. Betty Lou 
was a very active member of the Delta 
Gamma Sorority and recently attended their 
50th reunion. She adored her alma mater and 
was one of the university’s greatest sup-
porters. 

Betty Lou and Claude were married for 57 
years. They raised two daughters: Melinda 
and Luann. Family was most important to 
Betty Lou. Her children and grandchildren— 
Nicholas, Chase, and Ellery—took priority over 
everything else in her life. Betty Lou will be 
greatly missed by Claude, her daughters, 
grandchildren, and many nieces, nephews, 
and relatives. 

Staying involved in the community was al-
ways very important to Betty Lou. She was an 
active member of the Junior League of Fresno 
and served on the Board of Trustees for Chil-
dren’s Hospital Central California. She was 

also a dedicated member of La Feliz Guild for 
over 40 years. 

One of Betty Lou’s greatest passions was 
music, and she was a very talented musician. 
Betty Lou could play any string instrument and 
especially loved the banjo and ukulele. In ad-
dition to her appreciation for music, Betty Lou 
also enjoyed traveling with Claude. They vis-
ited many different countries together, making 
friends from all over the world. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to pay tribute to the life of Betty Lou 
Laval. Betty Lou will be remembered as some-
one who always brought joy to others, and her 
commitment and dedication to the community 
she loved dearly will never be forgotten. 
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TONY GELDENS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 31, 2014 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Tony 
Geldens is known locally in Kingwood, Texas 
for being a community and political activist 
and strong patriot. There is much more of a 
heroic story to tell. 

It gives me great honor to tell you about 
Tony Geldens’ courageous account of resist-
ance under Nazi Germany’s control of the 
Netherlands. Throughout World War Two, 
Tony courageously fought Hitler’s Nazis as a 
member of the Dutch Underground. He helped 
to feed, hide, and protect Dutch Jews. 

Born in the 1920s, Tony grew up in 
Hertogenbosch, Netherlands where his dad 
owned a brick factory. Like most of the world 
in the 1930s, the Netherlands, suffered from a 
Depression. 

Tony grew up belonging to the Boy Scouts, 
like most Dutch teenagers, camping with fel-
low Scouts, riding bicycles along canals and 
by old brick buildings. Tony remembers a 
close circle of friends consisting of both Chris-
tians and Jews. After school, like most young 
boys, they all enjoyed hanging out together. 

However, on May 10, 1940, most of Tony’s 
world suddenly changed. Sixteen year old 
Tony was camping in the woods, close to his 
dad’s factory, when without warning the Ger-
man Army invaded the Netherlands. His dad 
came and retrieved Tony from his camping 
site, and the family quickly evacuated to their 
home ahead of the invading forces. The Dutch 
resistance held out for three days before sur-
rendering; marking the beginning of the Nazi 
Germany’s occupation of the Netherlands. 

The Nazi occupiers soon imposed anti-Jew-
ish measures on all Dutch Jews. As was 
throughout Nazi Germany, Dutch Jews were 
required to wear a yellow Star of David at all 
times. Strict curfews were enforced, Jews 
could not own businesses, and students were 
forced to transfer to segregated Jewish 
schools. 

In January 1941, Hitler required all Jews to 
register themselves as Jews. A total of nearly 
160,000 Jews in the Netherlands registered. 
They were issued ID cards stamped with the 
letter ‘‘J’’ for Jew. 

Unlike many, Tony remained in the Nether-
lands during World War Two, even after hav-
ing the opportunity to leave. Remaining be-
cause he felt compelled to stay and fight 

against the injustices occurring in his country. 
After Germany invaded, he withdrew from high 
school due to the war, and then much later at-
tended Architecture school in Tilburg, Nether-
lands. It was there he met his wife, Anna. 

As time went on, the harshness of the Nazi 
occupation grew. Notice was sent to all Dutch 
Jews that they would have shipped to work in 
Germany—forced labor. 

Tony was outraged towards the Nazi’s treat-
ment of Jews, he and fellow Scouts decided to 
join the Dutch Resistance effort. Although, the 
Nazis had immediately disbanded the Boy 
Scouts, Tony and his friends would always re-
member the Scout promise, to do their best to 
do their duty to God and Country; and to other 
people. 

Under Nazi control, resistance was forbid-
den and often quite dangerous. All resistance 
happened illegally and occupiers were ruth-
less. 

Captured members of The Dutch Under-
ground were usually shot, imprisoned, or sent 
to concentration camps. 

Nonetheless, Tony and his loyal band of 
Scouts were not deterred from joining the re-
sistance movement. 

Without an organized leader, Tony began a 
covert four year fight against the Nazis, saving 
Jews from starvation, torture, imprisonment, 
and death. 

Like a war time Robin Hood, Tony fed hun-
dreds of Jews by holding up German food 
stamp offices to obtaining food ration books. 
Drawing from his hobby building radios, he 
also operated a radio transmitter which trans-
mitted to England information about downed 
British pilots and Nazi movements. 

He would also help downed allied pilots by 
hiding them among different homes of Dutch 
citizens until they were able to reach safety in 
France. 

As a result of his actions, he was arrested 
and imprisoned numerous times. When impris-
oned, the Nazis beat and tortured him for in-
formation concerning the Dutch resistance 
cells, or Dutch Jews. 

Several times they administered ‘‘truth 
serum’’—it never worked! Sometimes they let 
him go and sometimes he escaped—just to be 
rearrested again. The last few days before the 
war ended were the hardest for Tony. One 
day, Tony came home and discovered an 
empty house. He ran next door to his priest to 
find answers. After investigating, the priest in-
formed Tony that the Nazis were holding his 
family and they would give him three days to 
turn himself in. 

After the third day, Nazis shot his mother 
first, then his sisters and then his father. 

Wanted posters with Tony’s picture began 
to be circulated on trees around 
Hertogenbosch. In order to save his family, 
Tony resolved to turn himself in to the authori-
ties. He said his goodbyes to his priest, 
friends and family. He hid at a bombed out rail 
road station; sleeping between the railroad 
ties. On his way to turn himself in, he saw the 
Canadian Red Cross working the area. 

According to Tony the hardest moment 
throughout everything, was to see liberators 
but knew he had to turn himself into the Nazis. 

Halfway during his trial, shooting broke out 
between the Canadian soldiers and the Nazi 
police. 

Once again, Tony was able to escape. How-
ever, while Tony was at his trial, German 
Nazis had evacuated his family along with 
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